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Probably they had hammocks, and as no remains of
stone dwellings have been found we can feel reason-
ably sure that they dwelt in wooden or cane houses
with thatched roofs which were far better adapted to
the climate and country than stone houses would have
been,
From the arrangement of the temple we can feel
sure they were sun-worshipers, and from the number
and character of the idols or effigies we can feel equal-
ly positive that they held many creatures sacred,
that they revered certain human beings, that they had
many deities, and that they believed in the plumed-
serpent god. The fact that they "killed" or sacrificed
their pottery would indicate that they believed that
in this manner they prevented evil spirits from enter-
ing or abiding in them. Something of the same gen-
eral character is practised by the Guaymi Indians of
northern Panama to-day. During their ceremonials
these Indians have numbers of small clay images rep-
resenting animal and human forms and imaginary
beings. These are not idols, but serve as proxies for
such individuals as cannot be present in person, for
"good-spirit-creatures," and for kindly-disposed dei-
ties. At the close of the ceremony these are broken
or "sacrificed" and cast into a sacred fire to prevent
evil spirits taking possession of the effigies. (See
Chapter X.)
If we substitute a stone column or a stone idol for
the sacred fire (although probably sacred fires and
possibly sacrifices were in progress at the bases of the
columns at the time) we can readily understand why
the prehistoric denizens of Code destroyed pottery,
implements and other objects during ceremonials.